THE   DEVELOPMENT OF MATHEMATICS AT THE GERMAN  UNIVERSITIES.*
BY F. KLEIN.
THE eighteenth century laid the firm foundation for the development of mathematics in all directions. The universities as such, however, did not take a prominent part in this work; the academies must here be considered of prime importance. Nor can any fixed limits of nationality be recognized. At the beginning of the period there appears in Germany no less a man than Leibniz; then follow, among the kindred Swiss, the dynasty of the Bernoullis and the incomparable Eider. But the activity of these men, even in its outward manifestation, was not confined within narrow geographical bounds; to encompass it we must include the Netherlands, and in particular Russia, with Germany and Switzerland. - On the other hand, under Frederick the Great, the most eminent French mathematicians, Lagrange, d'Alembert, Maupertuis, formed side by side with Euler and Lambert the glory of the Berlin Academy. The impulse toward a complete change in these conditions came from the French Revolution.
The influence of this great historical event on the development of science has manifested itself in two directions. On the one hand it has effected a wider separation of nations
* Translation, with a few slight modifications by the author, of the section Maihe-matik in the work Die deutschen Unwersitaten, Berlin, A. Asher & Co., 1893, prepared by Professor Lexis for the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago.
99t from his going to Germany.
